A Prisoner in the Castle 


| Then suddenly, the journey was over. The driver pulled 4 

b wn from the carriage. He threw my bag beside me, In : aaa ‘ 
Bye carriage and the driver had disappeared. [ had arrived 3 
Castle Dracula! 


A Prisoner in the Castle 


T looked up at the high castle walls. There were no lights in any of 
| che windows. In front of me was a great wooden door. 

| As I stood there, | heard the door being unlocked. It opened 
Blowly. A very tall old man was standing there. He held a lamp in 
his hand. His hair and face were white and he was dressed in black. 
He held his lamp up high and said, “Welcome to my home. Enter 
Castle Dracula, Mr ankers 

_ As I stepped inside, Count Dracula took hold of my arm. He 
was terribly strong and his hand was as cold as ice. The Count 
Jocked the door carefully and put the keys into his pocket. 

I followed him down long passages and up winding? stairs. I 
walked like a man in a dream. At last, the Count opened a door 
land led me into a room without windows. | could see two open 


doors. Through one door, I could see a bedroom. Through the 
pther door, | could see food and drink on a table. 

W hen you are ready, my dear friend,’ the Count said, ‘I shall 
Pp waiting for you.’ 

i, : dl few minutes, | was sitting at the table. | was very hungry. 
fhe Count told me he had already eaten. 

. Be we sat together near the fire. The Count spoke good 
bear and he asked me many questions. I was tired and I began 
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A Prisoner in the Castle 


eel very ill. The castle was completely silent. But outside the 
solves were howling, oe 

F ‘Can you hear the children of the night?’ the Count said 
guictly. ‘Listen to their music!’ 

— Count Dracula's face was very close to mine. The fire made his 
eves shine with a red light. There was an unpleasant smell in the 
fom. | wondered what it was. The Count smiled. He had very red 
ips and his teeth were long and sharp. 

* -you are tired,’ he said. ‘It is time for you to sleep.’ 

f That night, | had strange and terrible dreams. In my drearns, | 
seard the sound of wolves and strange laughter. 

_ When | woke up, it was late in the morning. There was fresh 
food in the other room and a note fom the Count on the table. 
[have to leave you alone today, | read. You can go anywhere in the 
Castle. But some doors are locked. Do not try to open them. D. 

But I found the Count’s library. It was full 
spent the day reading them. I was 
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_ | saw no one all day. 
of books about England and | 
till reading when Count Dracula returned in the evening. 
‘These books are my sood friends,’ he said. ‘They have taught 
me a lot about your country, And now I have you, Mr Harker, to 
alk to.’ 
— “You speak English well, Count,’ | 
howed his sharp, white teeth. 

. ‘You must tell me about my new 
Rave papers for me to sign. 

— | showed Count Dracula the maps 
| ought with me. 

— “The house is about 22 kilometres 
old him. ‘It is large and parts of it are ve 
‘Good,’ said the Count. ‘I have always 
wild not live in a new one. 
‘The gardens have a high wall around them,’ I went on, ‘This 
Ba photograph of the chapel’. It is the oldest part of the house. 
‘So 1 shall be near the tombs!® of the dead,’ said Count 
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said. The Count smiled and 
house,’ he said. ‘And you 
and photographs | had 
to the east of London,’ | 


ry old.’ 
lived in an old house. | 
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Metly. He held the photograph in his hand For the 
we, I noticed his long, pointed nails. ; 
‘Count Went on talking all night long. Once, | must have 
: 1 asleep. I sat up suddenly. (Count Dracula was leaning! | OVer 
a me. His breath had a terrible smell, What did it remind me of? A: 
i pened my eyes he turned AWAY. a 
| Well, my friend,’ said Dracula, ‘We have been talking Al} 
Might, You are tired. Go to bed and sleep.’ 2 
> But 1 did not sleep well, My mind was troubled. Once more. | 
had terrible dreams. | 
it Was very early when | woke up. | decided to dress and 
shavel?, 

I looked round my bedroom. To my surprise, there was no 
mirror. Fortunately, | had brought a small shaving mirror with 
me. | hung it by the window and began to shave. 

"$000 morning, my friend,’ said a voice behind me. I was so 
Surprised that my razor slipped and I cut myself. | turned. There 
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The Vampires 


Beil of fear. The Count had a strange power Over mig 


erew stronger every day | could not think clearly. Would” 


escape from Castle Dracula! | 
Phen one day, I found a room with an unlocked door. As soon 
as ht into the room, | felt very tired. I lay down on a couch# 
opposite the window. 

When ] opened my eyes, it was getting dark. But the alr was 
“fall of golden dust. It slowly changed into the shapes of three 
: young women. [hey were very beautiful. I felt afraid of them and 
~ yet | wanted them to touch me. | wanted them to kiss me with their 
© soft, red lips. My body felt heavy. | could not move. 

" ‘Go on,’ one woman said to another, ‘you are the frst. 
/ But he is young and strong. There will be kisses for us 
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| __ One of the women moved towards me. She smiled. Her teeth 
"were sharp and white. | closed my eyes as she leant over me. | felt 
“her long hair on my face. She made a strange sound and licked her 
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The Vampires 


Sd hips. Her sharp teeth touche thr | 

an — Te ben touched my throat. Now, | thought, now, 
. [here was ' sudden shout. Count Dracula had come into the 
oom and pulled the woman away from me. 

— Get back, he is mine. How dare you touch him!’ he cried 

S ‘Oh, you are cruel,’ said the woman, with a terrible laugh 
Pave you never been in love?’ = 
_ ‘You know I have,’ the Count replied. “That is why you are 
here. Wait a little longer, you will have your chancel’ 

' 1 must have fainted'*. When I woke again, I was in my own 
oom. It was daylight. The sun was shining brightly. I could see 
the gold cross on the table, where I had left it. 


Tt was now 19th May. | stayed near my room all day. When | saw 
the Count in the evening, it was difficult to hide my fear. But he 
smiled as usual and said, ‘My dear Mr Harker, | am happy to 
have you as my guest. But I know you want to see your Mina 
Beain.’ 
_ The Count put some paper and three envelopes on the table. 
| ‘The post in Transylvania is not good,’ he said. ‘But write 
what | tell you and Mina will get your letters.’ 

_ He told me what to write. He made me put dates on the letters. 
: he last letter was dated 29th June. What could I do? I was terribly 
siraid. | wrote down the Count’s words. In the last letter, | told 
Mina that I had left the castle and was on my way home. 
[knew then that Count Dracula meant to kill me. But not yet. 
! was six weeks until 29th June. I had six more weeks to live! 


7 “ie went by, | was Dracula’s prisoner and he . « - what was 
| dT ever know the truth about him? oe 
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29h June. That night, (Count Dracula 


and, you and | must part, Tomorrow 1 rriist 

sone day we shall meet again,’ 

Svea? | had to find out the truth. | decid, 
‘to his room. He went in and locked the. 
eard a window open. 

a window in the passage. | could see the 
m. As | watched, J ractike came out 
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The Vampires 
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"smell, the smell of blood! The Vampire was resting after his meal. 
" His eyes were open, but he did not move. I could see his long, 
_ white teeth. 

At that moment, I heard shouts and the sound of many feet. | 
“ran back through the door and into the passage. The door closed 
“behind me. | stood there, listening. 7 

_ The chapel was full of men. They were hammering! down the 
lids of the boxes. Then | heard them pulling the boxes along the 
ground. A door was shut and locked. Count Dracula was on his 
way to England and | was locked inside his castle! | ran down 
the passage, up the stone stairs and back to the Count’s room. 
a put some of the gold coms in my pockets and ran to the open 


window. The ground was many metres below. With a prayer to 
Sod, 1 climbed out of the window and moved slowly down the 
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